
 
 
 
Tideline Aquatics Store Hours 
 

Monday – Friday  11am-7pm 
Saturday  10am-6pm 
Sundays  1pm-5pm  
 

PFO LIGHTINGS SOLARIS LED 
FIXTURES PROVE TO BE 
UNRELIABLE 

 
If you were considering one of PFO Lighting’s 
Solaris LED fixtures, we wanted to share our 
personal experience with this system. First, the 
fixtures operate with very little heat into the 
aquarium. Corals that have been acclimated to 
the intense LED lighting seem to respond well 
and thrive under the Solaris. The ability to adjust 
the color spectrum, light cycles and other custom 
features is an excellent idea. BUT, there is the 
down side and it’s a big one! We installed two of 
the 48” Solaris fixtures on a custom aquarium in 
the last quarter of 2008. For a short time, the 
fixtures operated beautifully but then the 
problems began. The LED strips randomly began 
to flicker and fail. Some would light up fully 
while others either flickered or dimmed 
unexplainably. Initially, PFO Lighting was  

 
 
 
 
 
helpful by sending replacement LED strips that 
we installed in place of the defective strips. Yet, 
weeks later, more LED strips (some that had 
already been replaced) failed or began to flicker. 
After several visits to the customers home to 
replace defective strips (at no charge to our 
customer) I (Chris) felt this was not fixing the 
problem with these fixtures. Once again, PFO 
Lighting responded by sending replacement 
control panels at no charge that we (Tideline) 
installed in both fixtures along with more 
replacement LED strips that had failed. Their 
response was that fixtures that were 
manufactured in China (imagine that) were 
having problems (imagine THAT) and the new 
control panels would fix the problem. According 
to them, they were not having problems with 
Solaris fixtures that were now being produced 
here in the USA (and that may be the case but we 
do not have these fixtures).  
 
Just after installing the fixtures in the custom 
aquarium we spoke about above (before the 
problems started) we (Tideline) also purchased 
one of these 48” LED Solaris fixtures. The same 
problems have occurred with this fixture to a 
point where we have robbed nearly all the 
functioning LED strips to replace bad ones in our 
customer’s two fixtures. The control board has 
also been replaced in this fixture. Jason Sack of 
Aquatic Creations (a local aquarium service and 
installation company) also purchased a Solaris 
fixture for one of his custom jobs. The same 
issues have arisen in this fixture. Another 
aquarium store in the Charleston area installed 
one of these fixtures over one of their custom 
jobs with the same results! For both Jason and 
our competitor’s fixtures, PFO Lighting has sent 
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out replacement parts just as with the other 
fixtures we installed. But now, PFO Lighting will 
not answer any phone calls or emails from me or 
from Mr. Sack (or from requests from our 
customer). The fixtures are all still having issues 
with flickering or burned out LED strips. These 
are EXPENSIVE fixtures still in full warranty 
yet PFO Lighting is not responding to requests to 
replace any of them. In fact, no one even answers 
the phone at the company.  
 
For the obvious reasons listed here, Tideline 
Aquatics feels these fixtures are unreliable and 
the support from the manufacturer has degraded 
to a point of customer neglect. For us and our 
customers that have purchased these fixtures 
already, it looks like legal means may be 
required to settle these problems. As for you, the 
customer considering the Solaris LED system, 
we will let you decide whether you want to take 
the risk by purchasing one of these fixtures from 
PFO Lighting or one of the many other outlets 
offering these fixtures for sale. We give PFO 
Lightings LED fixtures a BIG THUMBS 
DOWN FOR RELIABILITY AND 
CUSTOMER SERVICE!! Consider yourself 
warned…. 
 
SAFE RANGES FOR AQUARIUM 
WATER WHEN TESTING 
So many of you have taken the step to test your 
own aquarium water and we want to applaud 
you! What we are often asked is “what are 
acceptable readings for the type of fish and/or 
invertebrates in my aquarium.” Here we will give 
you some basic acceptable ranges for some of the 
more common aquarium inhabitants.  
Community Freshwater Aquarium: 
pH 6.8-7.6 
Ammonia  0 
Nitrite 0 
KH 1-3 degrees 
GH Less than 12 degrees 
Nitrate Less than 50ppm 
 
African Cichlid Aquarium: 
pH 7.8-8.6 (for most species) 
Ammonia 0 
Nitrite 0 
KH 8-14 degrees 
GH Greater than 12 degrees 
Nitrate Less than 50ppm 

 
Tank Bred Discus Aquarium: 
pH 6.5-7.4 
Ammonia 0 
Nitrite 0 
KH 1-3 degrees 
GH Less than 10 degrees 
Nitrate Less than 20ppm 
Phosphate Less than .05ppm (if live plants are 
present) 
 
South American Cichlid Aquarium: 
pH 6.5-7.5 
Ammonia 0 
Nitrite 0 
KH 1-3 degrees 
GH Less than 12 degrees 
Nitrate Less than 50ppm (for most species, less 
with more delicate species) 
 
Saltwater Fish Only Aquarium: 
pH 8.0-8.4 
Ammonia 0 
Nitrite 0 
KH 10-14 degrees 
Salinity 1.017-1.025 (but steady) 
Nitrate Less than 50ppm 
 
Saltwater Fish With Live Rock: 
pH 8.0-8.4 
Ammonia 0 
Nitrite 0 
KH 8-12 degrees 
Salinity 1.023-1.025 
Nitrate Less than 15ppm 
Phosphate Less than .05ppm 
Calcium 400-450ppm 
 
Reef Aquarium: 
Ph 8.0-8.4 
Ammonia 0 
Nitrite 0 
KH 8-12 degrees 
Salinity 1.023-1.025 
Nitrate Less than 10ppm 
Phosphate Less than .05ppm 
Calcium 400-450ppm 
 
Now you know where your aquarium water 
parameters should be so go do some testing and 
make adjustments where needed! If you have any 
questions, please call us – it’s why we are here! 



THE INCREDIBLE OCELLARIS 
CLOWNFISH OF AUSTRALIA 

AMPHIPRION OCELLARIS VAR. BLACK 
 

Coming only from the waters of Australia, the 
True Black Ocellaris Clown is one of the most 
sought after true species of clownfish. Wild 
collected specimens are notorious for being 
disease prone but now tank bred specimens are 
being imported with no problems whatsoever! 
These fish are extremely hardy and accept all 
types of prepared foods readily. Like the regular 
Ocellaris Clownfish (Nemo), the True Black 
Ocellaris are active fish that maintain a peaceful 
disposition. They are safe for both reef 
aquariums and fish-only aquarium and do NOT 
require an anemone to thrive! We just received a 
large group of these fish at a special price. For 
this reason, this fish is on our website coupons 
for only $39.99 (reg. $79.99) this week!!! As 
these fish pair off and mature, the body darkens 
to a deep chocolate black with a burnt orange 
face. We have never been able to offer this fish at 
this price before. This is NOT the Black Percula 
Clownfish, it is the True Australian Black 
Ocellaris Clownfish! 
 
FRESHWATER RED-NOSED SHRIMP 

 
CARIDINA GRACILIROSTRIS  

We were finally able to obtain a good number of 
the beautiful freshwater red-nosed shrimp. Like 
other shrimp of the Caridina group, these shrimp 
are also excellent algae eaters and scavengers. 
This shrimp requires water quality low in 
organics meaning you must keep up with your 
regular partial water changes to keep them 
healthy. This shrimp gracefully swims out in 
open water moving from one feeding spot to 
another. Like other freshwater shrimp, you must 
avoid other fish that will make a meal out of 
them! Though Corydoras catfish are safe with 
these shrimp, Botias (Loaches) should be 
avoided. This freshwater shrimp reaches about 1” 
in length at full size though these are just a 
fraction of that size right now. Males display 
brighter red coloration and grow larger than 
females. Though this shrimp will spawn in the 
freshwater aquarium, the larval shrimp that hatch 
will not survive in freshwater. This is also true of 
other shrimp in the Caridina group. Small 
peaceful tetras like Cardinals, Rummynose, 
Pencilfish and similar species make excellent 
tank mates for these strikingly marked freshwater 
shrimp.  
 
 
Don’t forget to show your military ID 
at the check-out counter! Tideline 
Aquatics now offers a discount to both 
active and retired military persons with 
a military ID!! 
 
Be sure and check out the new arrivals 
at the store this week. We have all 
kinds of rare and common species of 
freshwater fish, saltwater fish, live 
corals and invertebrates that just 
arrived this past Tuesday!! 
 
New lower prices on heaters, Current 
USA HO T5 Fixtures, Black Diamond 
Carbon, Polyfilter, Glo-fish and many 
freshwater and saltwater species now at 
Tideline Aquatics!! 
 
Also, print off web coupons for even 
more savings when you shop with us!! 
 



IS YOUR GARDEN POND READY 
TO GO ON TOUR THIS SUMMER?! 

 
The Charleston Showa Koi Club is now in search 
of new ponds to add to their already extensive 
line-up of beautiful koi and garden ponds for 
Pond Tour 2009. If you would like to consider 
adding your pond to the tour, please send me 
(Chris) and email to: chris@tidelineaquatics.net 
I will forward your information to the pond 
scouts that will contact you and set up and 
appointment to come by and check out your pond 
to see if it is ready for this year’s tour. Be sure to 
include your full name, complete address and a 
contact phone number where you can be reached 
when sending me your email. Don’t be shy; let 
others enjoy the beauty that is your garden pond 
this summer! 
 
WHAT’S NEW AT tideline aquatics? 
 

FEEDERS (ALL IN STOCK!!):  
Guppies, Ghost Shrimp, Goldfish, Rosy Redds, 
Crayfish, Fiddler Crabs, Live Black Worms.  
 
FRESHWATER FISH: 
Livebearers  –  Assorted Swordtails, Painted 
Platies, Red Platies, Redtail Dalmation Platies, 
Mickey Mouse Platies, Silver Lyretail Mollies, 
NEW! Cremecicle Mollies (awesome), Fancy 

Guppies, Black Yucatan Mollies, Dalmation 
Mollies, .  
 

Catfish/Loaches/Plecostomus  – Chinese Algae 
Eaters, NEW!! Scissortail Wood Catfish, L018 
Gold Nugget Plecostomus, Hypostomus 
Plecostomus, Spotted Pictus Catfish, Corydoras 
Sterbae Catfish, Botia Striata Loaches, True 
Siamensis Flying Fox Algae Eaters, Otocinclus 
Dwarf Algae Eaters, Albino Bristlenose 
Plecostomus, Common Plecostomus (all sizes), 
NEW! LDA16 Red Bristlenose Plecostomus, 
Incredible Tank Bred Corydoras Barbatus 
Catfish, Albino Corydoras Catfish, Corydoras 
Jullii Catfish, NEW! Marble Borneo Catfish, 
Clown Loaches, Horseface Loaches, Clown 
Plecostomus, Chinese Butterfly Loaches.  
 

Brackish – Green Spotted Pufferfish, Figure 
Eight Pufferfish, Mono Sebae, Archerfish.    
 

Tetras / Rasboras / Barbs / Danios – Black 
Ruby Barbs, Zebra Danios, Bloodfin Tetras, 
Emperor Tetras, Rummynose Tetras, Galaxy 
Rasboras (or danios – reclassified), True Red 
Pencilfish, Neon Tetras, Ember Tetras, Longfin 
Black Skirt Tetras, Longfin Red Serpae Tetras, 
Common Red Serpae Tetras, Tiger Barbs, NEW 
Maharaja Barbs, Beautiful & Peaceful Pentazona 
Barbs, Super Red Male Cherry Barbs, Male 
Longfin Rosey Barbs, Giant Danios, Longfin 
Zebra Danios, Whitefin Rosey Tetras, Electric 
Green, Sunburst Orange & Starfire Red Glo-Fish 
(new lower price!).  
 

Gouramis / Bettas – Female Bettas, Super Color 
Fancy Dwarf Gouramis, Gold Honey Gouramis, 
RARE! Pair Betta Brownorum, Ass’t Male 
Bettas, Gold Gouramis, Opaline Gouramis, 
Moonlite Gouramis, NEW! Male Dragon Scale 
Bettas, Pink Kissing Gouramis.  
 

Cichlids  (Dwarf, South American, African) –  
Show! Geophagus Balzani (completely 
incredible!), Geophagus Altifrons, Pink 
Convicts, Firemouth Cichlids, Nicaraguense 
Cichlids, Pike Cichlids, Jumbo Unknown Hybrid 
Blue Spotted South American Cichlid, Festae 
(true red terror) Cichlids, Red Peacock Cichlids, 
Uaru Cichlids, Eretmodus “Blue Point” Goby 
Cichlids, Lg Bright Electric Blue Ahli Cichlids, 
Umbriferum Cichlids, Electra Cichlids, 
Livingstoni Cichlids, Polystigma Cichlids, 
Compressicep Cichlids, Electric Blue Johannii 
Cichlids, Jacobfreibergi Cichlids, Show! 



Geophagus Heckelii Cichlids, NEW! Temens is 
Peacock Bass (M/L), NEW! Fire Jaguar Cichlids, 
Festivum Cichlids, Medium Green Terror 
Cichlids, Altispinosa Rams, Large Gold 
Severums, Small Assorted Oscars, Medium 
Assorted Oscars, Assorted Peacock Cichlids, Red 
Zebra Cichlids, Socolofi Cichlids, Yellow 
Labidichromis Cichlids, Redfin Borelli Cichlids, 
Kribensis, Daffodil Brichardi Cichlids, Frontosa 
Cichlids.  
 
Angelfish / Discus – Jet Black Veil Angelfish, 
Koi Angelfish, Zebra Veil Angelfish, Assorted 
Angelfish, Medium Assorted Angelfish, Wild 
Caught Large Altum Angelfish, Stendker 
German Assorted Discus (few).  
 

Other – Red-Nosed Shrimp, Blackberry Shrimp, 
Common Japonica Shrimp, Dwarf African Frogs, 
Medium Fire Eels, Mystery Snails, Saber Tusk 
Barracudas, Electric Blue Crayfish (LG), Dwarf 
African Frogs, Brown African Clawed Frogs, 
Albino African Clawed Frogs, Orange Japonica 
Bee Shrimp, Roseline Denisonii Sharks (Tank 
Bred!), Bala Sharks, Redtail Black Sharks, Black 
Sharks, Rainbow Sharks, Black Ghost Knives, 
Tiretrack Eels, Lungfish (huge), African 
Butterflyfish, Distichodus Sexfasciatus, South 
American Dragonfish, NEW! Blue Form 
Stiphodon Goby Pairs, NEW! Japanese Electric 
Blue Stiphodon Goby Pairs, Florida Alligator 
Garfish, NEW! Red Belt Climbing Rock Goby 
Pairs, NEW! Japanese Carp Gudgeon Goby 
Pairs, NEW! Forest Halfbeaks. 
 
 

Goldfish – Lg Super Quality Chinese Orandas, 
Chinese Butterfly Panda Telescope Golfish, 
Small Assorted Fantail Goldfish, Medium 
Ryukin Goldfish Assortment, S/M Assorted 
Oranda Goldfish.  
 
LIVE AQUARIUM PLANTS:  
Arriving on Friday: NEW! Proserp. Pectinata 
Bunches, Moss Balls, Amazon Swords, 
Ammania Bunches, Bacopa Bunches, Rotala 
Indica Bunches, Wisteria Bunches, Hygro 
Kompat in pots, Dwarf Baby Teardrop, Giant 
Hairgrass, Anubias Nana, Anubias Congensis, 
Bronze Crytocorynes, Dwarf Sagittaria, Harbich 
Swords, Ambulia Bunches, Didiplis Diandre 
Bunches, Cabomba Bunches.  
 

 

SALTWATER FISH:  
Angels / Butterflyfish –  Queen Angelfish, 
Coral Beauty Angelfish, Flame Angelfish, 
Atlantic Pygmy Angelfish, Annularis Angelfish, 
Mertensii Butterflyfish, Yellow Angels, Baby 
Koran Angelfish, Red Sea Asfur Angelfish, 
Flagfin Angel, Bluespotted Poma Angelfish, 
Large Majestic Angelfish, Black & White 
Heniochus Butterflyfish.   
 

Clownfish – True Australian Black Ocellaris 
Clownfish, Tank Bred Ocellaris Clownfish, Tank 
Bred Jaffa Ocellaris Clownfish, Tank Bred 
Teardrop Ocellaris Clownfish, Maroon 
Clownfish, Wild Ocellaris Clownfish, True 
Percula Clownfish, Sebae Clownfish, Assorted 
Tank Bred Clownfish, Gold Bar Maroon 
Clownfish, Black Melanopus Clownfish.  
 

Gobies / Blennies / Jawfish – Hectors Gobies, 
Black Sailfin Blennies, Orange Spotted Blennies, 
Blue Dot Watchman Gobies, Yellow Watchman 
Gobies, Green Banded Gobies, Yellowhead 
Jawfish, Red Striper Trimma Gobies, Male 
Bicolor Blennies, Firefish Gobies, Yellow Clown 
Gobies, Randalli Gobies, Diamond Sifter Gobies, 
Dragon Sifter Gobies, Pink Spot Watchman 
Gobies, Algae Blennies, Candy Cane Gobies, 
Pink Barred Gobies, Blue Torpedo Gobies, 
Mandarin Dragonettes, Rainfordi Gobies.  
 

Wrasses / Hogfish – Brown Bird Wrasses, 
Mexican Rainbow Wrasses, Fine-Spotted Fairy 
Wrasse, Scotts Velvet Fairy Wrasses, Banana 
Wrasses, Adult Red Coris Wrasses, Coral 
Hogfish, Super Male Carpenters Fairy Wrasses, 
Super Male Filamented Fin Fairy Wrasses, 
Lunare Wrasses, Yellow Coris Wrasses, Male 
Trilobatum Wrasse, Formosa Wrasses, 
Solorensis Fairy Wrasses.  
 

Tangs / Rabbitfish – Sailfin Tangs, Desjardini 
Sailfin Tangs, Small, Medium & Jumbo Yellow 
Tangs, Yellow Eye Kole Tangs, Red Sea Purple 
Tangs (super low price too!), Brown Scopas 
Tangs, Clown Tangs, Chocolate Tangs, M/L 
Blue Regal Tangs, Powder Blue Tangs, Foxface 
Rabbitfish.  
 

Triggerfish / Eels / Puffers  – Rectangulus 
Triggerfish, Valentini Pufferfish, Humu 
Triggerfish, Niger Triggerfish, Bursa Triggerfish, 
Jumbo Niger Triggerfish, Male & Female 
Bluejaw Triggerfish, Snowflake Moray Eels, 
Chainlink Moray Eels, Spotted Moray Eel, 



Dogface Pufferfish, Stars & Stripes Dogface 
Pufferfish, Orangetail Blue Spotted Sharpnose 
Pufferfish, Yellow Belly Dogface Pufferfish.  
 

Lionfish/Scorpionfish – Pink Rhinopius, Black 
Volitan Lionfish, Fuzzy Dwarf Lionfish.  
 

Other – Royal Grammas, Purple Basslets, 
Scooter Blennies, Flame Hawkfish, Tank Bred 
Yellow Seahorses, Hifin Perchlet (pygmy 
hawkfish), Evansi Anthias, Red Lyretail Anthias, 
Assorted Damselfish, Panther Groupers, 
Miniatus Grouper, Bicolor Basslets, Blue 
Assessor Basslet (awesome!), Pajama 
Cardinalfish, Spotted Hawkfish, Red 
Squirrelfish, Shark Egg Capsules, Yellow 
Goatfish.  
 
INVERTEBRATES: 
Snails / Cucumbers / Starfish / Urchins  –  
Zebra Turbo Snails, Trochus Pyramid Snails, 
Mexican Turbo Snails, Atlantic Turbin Snails, 
Large Nassarius Snails, Pink & Green 
Cucumbers, Bright Yellow Dwarf Cucumbers, 
Chocolate Chip Starfish (not safe for reefs), 
Purple Urchins, Royal Urchins, Tuxedo Urchins.  
 

Crustaceans – Tiger Pistol Shrimp (finally!!), 
Scarlet Reef Hermits, Hairy Red Leg Hermits 
(not for reefs), Common Hermit Crabs (not for 
reefs), Yellow Tip Reef Hermits, Emerald Crabs, 
Blue Knuckle Reef Hermits, Skunk Cleaner 
Shrimp, Anemone Shrimp, Coral Banded 
Shrimp, Golden Banded Shrimp, Caribbean 
Peppermint Shrimp, Blue Spiny Reef Lobster, 
Peacock Mantis Shrimp (must live alone!), 
Redtip Reef Hermits, Sally Lite Foot Crabs, 
Arrow Crabs, Common Pistol Shrimp.  
 
Corals / Polyps / Mushrooms  – Duncan’s 
Whisker Corals, Orange Echinophylia Corals, 
Assorted Favia Brain Corals, Yellow Leather 
Corals, Pink Cynarina Meat Coral, RARE! 
Purple Mushroom Polyps, Cultured Acropora 
Solitariensis, Cultured Torch Corals, Red 
&Green Trachophylia Corals, Fungia Plate 
Corals, Platygyra Worm Brain Corals, Australian 
Scolymia Corals, Australian Cynarina Corals, 
Australian AWESOME Acanthastrea Corals, 
Orange Eye Echnophylia Corals, Australian 
Green Wall Hammer Coral, Toadstool Leather 
Corals, Finger Leather Corals, Cauliflower 
Leather Corals, Devils Hand Leather Corals, 
Assorted Frag Corals, Assorted Zoanthid Polyps, 

Bright Red Mushroom Rocks, Marble Mushroom 
Rocks, Assorted Indonesian Mushroom Rocks, 
Yellow Polyps, Green Star Polyps, Pink 
Zoanthid Rocks, Pulsing Xenia Rocks.  
 

Other – Multicolor Linkia Reef Starfish, Red 
Fromia Reef Starfish, Cultured Maxima Clams, 
Tigertail Sifting Cucumbers, Assorted Color 
Feather Dusters, Sea Apple, Sea Hares, Bubble 
Anemones, Long Tentacle Anemones, Sebae 
Anemones, Rock Anemones, Florida 
Condylactus Anemones, Hard Tube Assorted 
Color Coco Worm Feather Dusters.  
 
We just received 250lbs of fresh live rock!! This 
rock is NOT cured BUT if you come in and 
select the pieces you want and pay for them, we 
will tag the rock and hold it at the store until it is 
cured and ready for pick up. We’ll call you when 
it’s ready! Who else would do such a thing lol!! 
 
This list is based on our most recent shipments of 
saltwater livestock. There are many other species 
available in the store not included in this list.  
 
 

 


